
Physical Sciences Grade 12 Exam Guidelines
2023
Physical Sciences is a crucial subject in the South African National Senior Certificate (NSC)
curriculum, providing students with a deep understanding of fundamental principles in
physics and chemistry. The Grade 12 Physical Sciences examination is a significant
milestone for students as it marks the end of their high school journey and serves as a
gateway to higher education. To ensure fairness and standardization in the assessment
process, the Department of Basic Education has developed Examination Guidelines for the
Grade 12 Physical Sciences examination in 2023. This comprehensive document outlines
the nature, scope, and format of the examination, as well as the cognitive levels and
prescribed content that students must master. In this article, we will explore the Physical
Sciences Grade 12 Exam Guidelines for 2023, focusing on the key aspects that students,
educators, and parents need to know to prepare effectively for the examination.

Overview of the Grade 12 Physical Sciences
Examination
This section provides a broad introduction to the Grade 12 Physical Sciences examination,
its purpose, and the key components that comprise the assessment. The overview highlights
the significance of the examination in students' academic journey and emphasizes the
importance of the Examination Guidelines in guiding both educators and learners in their
preparation.

Nature and Purpose of Physical Sciences
In this section, we delve into the nature and purpose of the Physical Sciences subject in
Grade 12. The curriculum and assessment policy statement (CAPS) for Physical Sciences
outline the objectives of the subject and the specific knowledge and skills that learners
should acquire. Understanding the underlying philosophy behind the teaching and
assessment of Physical Sciences is essential for students and educators to align their efforts
with the desired learning outcomes.

Objectives of the Examination Guidelines
The Examination Guidelines serve specific purposes in the context of the Grade 12 Physical
Sciences examination. This section explores the main objectives of these guidelines, which
include providing clarity on the content to be assessed, helping educators in preparing
learners adequately, and ensuring a standardized assessment process across different
examination centers.

Scope and Depth of the Examination
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The scope and depth of the Grade 12 Physical Sciences examination are crucial aspects
that students need to comprehend. This section outlines the topics and subtopics that will be
covered in the examination, along with the level of depth expected from the learners.
Understanding the extent of the examination's coverage is essential for effective revision and
preparation.

Assessment Components
In this section, we explore the different assessment components that make up the Grade 12
Physical Sciences examination. The assessment includes both school-based assessment
(SBA) and external examinations. While the Examination Guidelines primarily focus on the
external examinations, students should also be aware of the SBA's contribution to their final
results.

Format of the Question Papers
One of the critical aspects of the Examination Guidelines is the format of the question
papers. This section provides an in-depth analysis of the structure of both Paper 1 (Physics)
and Paper 2 (Chemistry). It includes the types of questions, marks allocation, and the time
duration for each paper. Understanding the question paper's format is essential for time
management and effective performance in the examination.

Cognitive Levels and Weighting of Content
The Grade 12 Physical Sciences examination assesses students' cognitive abilities at
different levels. This section explores the four cognitive levels (Remembering,
Understanding, Applying and analyzing, Evaluating and creating) and the weighting of
content for each level in both Paper 1 and Paper 2. Understanding the distribution of marks
across cognitive levels helps students prioritize their revision and focus on areas that carry
higher weightage in the examination.

Preparation Strategies and Skills Assessment
Effective preparation strategies play a vital role in students' success in the Grade 12
Physical Sciences examination. This section provides valuable tips and techniques for
preparing for the examination. It also outlines the essential skills that students will be
assessed on in the examination, such as experimental design, data interpretation, graphing,
and problem-solving.

Conclusion
The Examination Guidelines for the Grade 12 Physical Sciences examination in 2023 are a
valuable resource for students, educators, and parents. They provide a clear roadmap for
preparing for the examination and understanding its format, scope, and cognitive demands.
By following these guidelines and employing effective preparation strategies, students can



confidently approach the examination and demonstrate their understanding of fundamental
physics and chemistry principles. The 2023 Physical Sciences Grade 12 Exam Guidelines
will undoubtedly serve as an indispensable tool in the journey toward academic success and
higher education opportunities.


